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The Yew Tree

Community magazine of Keele Parish

Early Autumn 1992

Keele Bypassed At Last

The bypass was opened by seven-
year-old Guy Gibbs, a pupil at
Baldwin’s Gate C. E. Primary
Sckool on July 30th.

Twenty Years Ago

It was twenty years ago that the first
proposal to bypass Keele was accepled by
the Department of Transport. In the
tntervening veaars the proposal was
abandoned, revived, public consultatons
and objections heard until in June 1990 the
Orders and Amendments were confirmed;
work began in Mzay 1991,

Nail Biting Finish

Only one weck before the proposed opening
ceremony, Wrekin construction and site
engineers from Staffordshirc County
Council were working round the clock to
immobilise landslips on the north side of
the Quarry Bank bridge.

Contractors pile-drilling near the bridge

Guy Gibbs, centre, with Councillor Bill Hugha to the left and Terry Dix, Chairman of County

nghways Dept, right.

“Although the work has been
completedthree months aheadof schedule,
the road could have been operational even
earlier but for the vagaries of geology.
Apparently,a geological feature not easily
detectable by test boring caused two
significant land-slips in the embankment
both 10 the east and 10 the west of the new
Quarry Bank bridge. That to the east was
detected early on and dealt with during the
course of the construction work but the
appearance of the western slippage was
perhapsdelayedbythefactthata causeway
was left across the cutting to provide
continuouspedestrianaccessalong Quarry
Bark until the new bridge was open. Once
itwas discovered many hundreds of :ons of
ear:r. were removed from the embarlonent
and replaced with limestone rubble bt the
embinkment adjacent io the bridge
ab' :ment could not be treated in this way.

ccordingly,aspectacular quantity o earth
was;«..ed upover halfthe new carriageway
to provide a plaiform approximate!s half
‘ay up the embankment for a n:.issive
piline machine which drilied holes “or a
row of 11 reinforced concrete piles
approximately 15ft. deep. li is 1o be +=oped
that Dwse will be sufficien: 1o counioract

the wderlying geological forces!”
Yew Tree Correspundent

Accident Record

Therc hasbeena history of sericus accidents
including fatalities on the AS525 in the
Keclearea. Between Novemnber 1983 when
the Keele accident record began, 1o the
opening of the bypasson July 30 1992, 133
accidents were reported to the Parish
Council as having occurred within the
Parish. 44 of these accidents took place in
the very centreof the village, i.e., in the area
of the Yew Tree, the Sneyd Arms and the

_Post Office/Village Shop.

Guy's Big Day

County Highways Department set up a
children’s competition at the County
Azncultural Show in May 1992 which was
won by Guy Gibbs who raceived as the
“rrize” the chance to be the star of the
opening ceremony. His name is recorded
on the plaque atop the brick pedestal at the
Bopgs Cottage tumn, he reczived several
County mementoes and thz whole of his
sonool class will be tiken o Shugherough
v h2n school re-opens in the autuma.
BBC Midlands television showed a
brel clip of Guy at the ceremeny on
Modlunds Today regionui news. Guy
Continued on Page Two.
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Page Three

Parish Council
News

Continued from Page Two

cffect, against the rejection of the Home |

Farm outbuildings.

Copies of the Chairman’s report
may be obtained, together with the State- |
ment of Accounts for the year, from Mrs |

S E Barnard, Parish Clerk.

As the Chairman said at the meet- !

ing, the financial position for the Parish

Council is very healthy, the village not

having costly sports grounds or play-

grounds to provide for. He requested
input from residents on how the Parish |
Council should spend its income to im- .

prove the village.

Keele Parochial Charities

...also submitted their balance sheet at
the Annual Meeting. There was no
report since the ways in which the funds
have been spent are necessarily confi-
dential and involve grants toresidents in
the village at the discretion of the trus-
tees, any of whom may be contacted
about special cases of hardship or need
in the viiiage.

Trustee: Mrs M J Capper
Trustee: Mrs A Drakakis-Smith
Cooperative Trustee: Mr N Richards.

Mr Richards has now retired from this
position. He was thanked by Dr Studd
for his many years of service.

[ Keele Campus )

Supermarket

More THan MosT!

Hours of Opening :
9.00 - 5.30 Monday to Friday
10.00 - 1.00 Saturday
10.00 - 12.00 Sunday (in term only)

Exotic Foods & Off-Licence
Tel : 0782-626600

Keele Slumps

With the winter over, steady progress
continues to be made on the By-pass.
The cutting excavation is now com-
pleted to its final depth, which is three
metres deeper than was intended at pre-
public enquiry stage, and the new Quarry
Bank Road bridge is carrying traffic.

Pedestrians crossing the bridge
have an excellent view of the work now
being carried out to deal with an unsta-
ble area on the new cutting slope.

Thelocal geology has proved tobe
quite interesting, to say the least, and
whilst boreholes drilled at the pre-con-
tract stage gave an indication of
variability, the degree has been more
than was anticipated.

The excavations of cutting can be
relatively high-risk activity because how-
ever many boreholes are drilled before
the works starts, the volume of ground
actually examined in specific detail with
the boreholes is about equivalent to tast-
ing a cake by sticking a long pin into it,
and then sucking the pin. This would
perhaps be good enough for a sponge
cake, but not much use for a sandwich
cake where the sandwich layers are at
differing angles, and some disappear
completely in parts of the cake.

Engineers planning earthworks in
such variable ground situations are there-
fore faced with a number of options
which range from selecting cutting slope

angles which are so flat that there is no
possibility of a slip occurring, to select-
ing a slope angle which carries what is
seen to be an acceptable degree of risk.

So far as the Keele by-pass was
concerned, the ‘no-risk’ slope angle
would have involved considerable addi-
tional costs and resulted in the works
needing more farm land. Instead, after
analysing several slope - stability possi-
bilities, an angle of 26.5 was chosen. It
was anticipated this could resultin some
areas of potential instability and when
the cutting excavation was in progress
some ground was over-excavated and
replaced with crushed rock.

However, despite these precau-
tionary works, a slip has developed east
of the new bridge in the north-side cut- -
ting and it is this which is now receiving
attention. This will not delay the open-
ing of the By-pass which will be on July
20th. The ribbon will be cut by the
winner of aCounty Highways Quiz com-
petition for children, held at the County
Show. :
The interest of the Keele parish-
ioners in all aspects of the works is very
much appreciated by the County Coun-
cil.

Written by the County
Surveyor for the Yew Tree
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Fig 3 Madeley and adjacent areas. Present and suggested former drainage patterns and major
watershed breaches
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